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[Abstract] Against the backdrop of the Fourth Industrial Revolution with the progress of IoT, Big Data, Al, and other

information technology, data is becoming an increasingly valuable source of corporate competitiveness. To realize an
industrial society of “Connected Industries”, where various kinds of such data are combined to create new value, we
need an environment that rewards the efforts of data creators, collectors, analyzers, and controllers.

Under these circumstances, to improve the business environment for using data securely, Japanese government
introduced the new legal system on the protection of data, namely “Protected data”, and enhanced regulation on acts of

unfair competition that circumvent the technological restriction measures by revision of Unfair Competition Prevention
Act 2018. This paper gives an exposition of the protection of data under Unfair Competition Prevention Act.
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