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[Abstract] This paper addresses the attribution of intellectual property rights (IPR) in the case of “bona vacantia”.
Especially, this paper focuses on (1) the applicability for IPR about the distribution of residuary estates to person with
special connection (article 958-3 of Japanese Civil Code) and (2) whether licensees of IPR can acquire the licensed IPR
if that article can be applied.

First, about (1), referred to the case of Supreme Court of Japan that judged the priority to article 255 to article 958-3
of the Civil Code and considered the original value of IPR, I analyze (1). In conclusion, it is unreasonable that IPR
cannot be applicable to article 958-3.

Second, about (2), I analyze the scope of the application with giving an example. In conclusion, licensees can acquire

IPR of a part of heir.
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