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[Abstract] In recent years, the number of registered breeders’ rights for new varieties bred in Japan has been
decreasing, and some excellent varieties have been taken out of Japan. The revised Seed Act, enacted in December
2020, is intended to address this situation. When it became known that this revised act includes amendments
concerning “farmers’ self-seeding,” which was an exception to the effect of the breeder’s right under the previous act, it
caused a great sensation among a wide range of people concerned. On the other hand, since this is a topic related to
“intellectual property rights in agriculture,” which is not familiar to both farmers and consumers, some reports and
discussions seem to be based on misunderstandings. This paper analyzes the impact of the revised Seed Act on
farmers’ self-seeding from both legal and economic perspectives. The analysis results show that the situation of
farmers’ own breeding would not change significantly.
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