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[Abstract] With the 2019 revision of the Design Act, the related design system has been greatly expanded. In this
paper, I first reviewed the history of the related design system. Second, I examined the interpretation of each article of
the new related design system. Although the interpretation of the system by the legislators and the operation by the
JPO seems to be generally satisfactory, the interpretation of “only for related designs” in Article 10(4) needs to be
tightened and Article 10(8) needs to be revised to clarify that the exceptions to the exemption include the
extinguishment of the design right of a principal design. Finally, I examined the following three points as the impact on
the Design Act. (1) substantial expansion of the scope of similarity due to the fact that the applicant will be less likely
to claim that the design is dissimilar to the applicant’s earlier design ; (2) possible expansion of the exception to lack of
novelty in line with the related design system ; and (3) possibility of introducing a trial for correction system that
allows the applicant to add an indication of a principal design in order to eliminate the reason for invalidation due to an

examiner’s error.
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