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Intersection of Protection of Partial Product Forms under
Design Law and Trademark Law

— A Study on the Use of Partial Designs, Position Trademarks
and Three-Dimensional Trademarks —
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[Abstract] Under the Japanese Design Law, the form of the part of the product can be protected as a partial design.
On the other hand, in the Japanese Trademark Law, protection of position trademarks was permitted by the revision of
Trademark Law in 2014. Since the drawings of position trademarks generally show the part for which protection is
sought in solid lines and other parts in dashed lines, the method of expression in the drawings is similar to that of partial
designs. In addition, by the revision of the Trademark Law Enforcement Regulations and Examination Guidelines in
2020, it became possible to protect the form of the part of the product as a three-dimensional trademark by allowing the
use of solid lines and dashed lines for the drawing of a three-dimensional trademark application. This article discusses
the intersection of protection under the Design Law (partial design) and the Trademark Law (position trademark and
three-dimensional trademark) with respect to the form of a part of a product, also from a practical viewpoint.
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