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[Abstract] It is an effective brand strategy to make a store name or a product name known by using descriptive
indications, which are information that consumers want to know. On the other hand, if subsequent competitors use the
same name after the name has been recognized, whether the use of the name can be easily regulated depends on
whether the trademark registration using only words is successful. If there is only a trademark registration in
combination with another distinguishing element such as a figure, the issue in the dispute under the Unfair Competition
Prevention Act is whether the distinguishing power is recognized in the word part.

In reality, however, it is the parts of the product name or service name, which are deemed indistinguishable under the
Trademark Law, that have the power to attract consumers. As to protection under the Design Law, characters that do
not constitute a design are actually important from the viewpoint of consumers.

In this paper, based on the awareness of the above, I consider the importance of descriptive words in trademarks and
designs.
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