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This paper aims to provide an overview of the current status and history of protection for computer icons under the
Japanese Trademark and Design Acts and to examine the reasons behind the previous reluctance of design law to protect
computer icons. The so-called “computer icons” appear on the display screens of computers and smartphones, and
manipulating them allows applications and software to function, which are the user’s objectives.

The Trademark Act 1959 seems to have been the most effective means of legal protection for computer icons. Prior to
the amendments made in 2019, the Design Act 1959 provided limited protection on GUISs, including computer icons.
Such GUIs not protected under the Design Act have been protected under the Trademark Act. The Amendment in
2019 expands the scope of protection on GUIs, which provides design protection to computer icons as such. In light of
these changing circumstances, this paper will review and examine the current state of legal protection on computer

icons.
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