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[Abstract] This paper examines whether the existing exceptions to the lack of novelty (mainly Article 4 (2)) need to
be revised from the viewpoint of the balance of the entire Design Law since the related design system has been
positioned as an exception to the loss of novelty by the 2019 amendment. First, the purpose and interpretation of the
existing exceptions to lack of novelty were summarized, and then the provisions of the new related design system that
function like exceptions to lack of novelty were examined. As a result, it concluded that there is an imbalance between
Article 4 (2) and the new related design system. It also concluded that there is a need to maintain a balance in the
Design Law as a whole, that design users tend to file applications individually or without an agent more often than patent
users, and the extension of Article 4 (2) as a remedy is not considered to be denied, and that the procedures in Japan
are strict even internationally. Therefore, this paper suggested that an amendment is needed to relax the procedures

for the application of Article 4 (2).
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