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Issues and Challenges in Introducing Food Technology into Society -
The Need for Foresight, Horizon Scanning and Technology Assessment
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[Abstract] Activities such as foresight, horizon scanning, and technology assessment (social impact assessment of
technology) are needed in considering governance issues and challenges, when introducing emerging technologies into
society — and this applies also to food technology. This paper introduces relevant international activities developed
against the backdrop of growing interest in food technology. From the cases that have been introduced, it was
understood that most cases have engaged in some kind of horizon scanning activities, which signals the need for such
activities to be also implemented in Japan. Since the outcomes of horizon scanning have relatively common nature, it
can be used internationally. It becomes important to share them internationally by joint research and information
sharing through international network strengthening. While foresight, technology assessment, and rulemaking by
nature have to be considered in the context of each country, there are many aspects that can be learned from the cases
abroad, such as practical methods. Therefore, it is important to learn international trends and strengthen networks,
and at the same time, consider the design of systems among all the relevant actors that will enable such activities.
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