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[Abstract]
guidelines, resulting in a complex landscape that challenges even the most experienced experts to achieve a

In Japan, the management of medical information has been considered in a variety of regulations and

comprehensive understanding. With the aim of providing a panoramic overview, this paper focuses on the research use
of medical information without explicit consent, and then organizes the prevailing regulatory framework into two
overarching categories : the ‘de-identification pathway’ and the ‘public interest pathway’. Broadly speaking, research
use that is not inherently directed toward product development is validated by the public interest pathway. Conversely,
uses for product development are postulated to occur along the de-identification pathway. Nevertheless, significant
dilemmas have manifested themselves within these pre-existing pathways, necessitating a thorough exploration of

alternative perspectives to justify their use.

[Keywords] Medical information Act on the Protection of Personal Information Medical research
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