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[Abstract] The global trend of citizen science was discussed in terms of the definition of citizen science and the poly-
semy of the term. Descriptive, instrumental, and normative aspects of the definition were described. The variety of
terms reflecting the polysemy of these definitions was described. Also, two recent emerging perspectives on citizen
science were discussed.

Firstly, during the COVID-19 pandemic, many citizen science projects involving field practices around the world faced
constraints or cancellation. However, ‘City Nature Challenge (CNC)’ is an example of a project that was implemented
despite the pandemic. This project involves field observations of wildlife in cities around the world. The 2020 CNC
engaged 410,000 participants across 244 cities in 40 countries, showcasing shifts in participant behavior in Tokyo before
and after pandemic restrictions.

Secondly, at the 15th Conference of the Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity, goals were set to reverse
biodiversity loss by 2030 and achieve a ‘society in harmony with nature’ by 2050. The discourse on ‘citizen science for
transformation’ is gaining momentum as a means to realize these objectives. The discussion explores citizen science
as a catalyst for individual and societal transformation essential for the needed reforms.

[Keywords] polysemy of definitions polysemy of terms COVID-19 behavior change trans-
formation
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